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TIIC rcecllt discovCIY of HMAS Sydney 

- has rcnlinricd mal!.\" ufus of th e tragit: 

loss oflil'c on board thaI vessel when it 

sank 011 20th November 1941. Included 

in the numhusios(was Surgeon 

Licutenant (Dentist) Mervyn Clive 

TO"~18"nd. 

Mervyn Clive Townsend was born in 

Bairnsdale on 5th February 1917- His 

father Edward Townsend was an early 

headmaster at Bairnsdale High School 

from 1916-1929. The family moved to 

Bendigo in 1930 and Mervyn attended 

Bendigo High School until 1933 

where his father was headmaster. 

In 1934 he attended Melbourne 

High S hool for a final year before 

enrolling as a student in the Faculty 

of Dental Science at The University of 

Melbourne. 

He was a high achieving student. 

graduati ng wi th a Bachelor of Dental 

Science in Sept 1939,just as World 

War II was declared. 

Mervyn worked as a locum in the 

Toorak practice of the late Max Casley 

before accepting a commission in the 

Royal Australian Navy on October 14 

1940,joining HMAS Sydney as a dental 

officer on the ship's return from the 

Mediterranean in April 1941. 

In November 1941 HMAS Sydney was 

on patrol off the north-west coast of 

Western Australia when it became 

engaged with th e German raider HSK 

Kormorant. As a result of this action 

HMAS Sydney was sunk with the loss 

of all crew. Mervyn served on board 

the Sydney with his dental assistant. 

Sick Berth Attendant Stewart Thomas 

Laxton. Both men's names are 

included on a commemorative plaque 

in the Chapel at HMAS Cerebus which 

honours all members of the Dental 

Department to lose their lives during 

World War II. 

As the first of five members of the 

Victorian Branch of the Australian 

Dental Association to lose their 

lives during World War II, the ADAVB 

established an annual prize in 

Lieutenant Townsend's honour: 

the Mervyn Townsend Memorial 

o 
o 

Prize in Orthodontics. This prize is 

awarded annually to the student 

in the Bachelor of Dental Science 

cou rse at The University of Melbourne 

who attains the highesl academic 

achievement in orthodontics in fi nal 

year. The award is presented to the 

student at a ceremony condu cted by 

the ADAVB and attended by staff from 

the School of Dental Science. 

Mervyn Town send was the younger 

brother of Professor Sir Lance 

Townsend, who held the Cha ir of 

Gynaecology and Obstetrics at the 

The University of Melbourne from 

1951 -1977- Professor Townsend 

was appointed the University's 

first Professor of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology in 1951 and was knighted 

for his services to Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology in 1971 From 1971 to 

1977 he was also Dean of the Faculty 

of MediCine and in 1978 he was 

apPOinted Assistant Vice-Chancellor 

of the University. 
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A Word From 
the Head 

The School of Dental Sc ience has 

increased student numbers in the 

Bache lor of Oral Health (BOH) and 

Bach elor of Dental Science (BDSc) 

courses at t he request of t he 

Department of Hu man Se rvices and 

t he Australian Dental Assoc iation in 

an approach to address the dental 

work force sho rtage in Victoria. The 

intake into BDSc and BOH in 2008 is 

76 and 28 respect ively. 

Expansion o f 

Inf,.ast,.ucture 

The space in the Royal Dental 

Hospital of Melbourne (RDHM) 

buildi ng at 720 Swanston Street is 

inadequate to acco mmodate the 

cu rrent school's activiti es. The School 

urgently requi res additional space 

and infrast ructur fo r t he increased 

student numbers. The infrastructu re 

required is student teac hing and 

learn ing fac ilities. student laboratory 

space and staff and graduate student 

offices. The f inancial viability of the 

School depends on the expansion of 

student numbers and t he School's 

in f rastruct ure t o co pe w ith the 

increased student numbers . 

Teaching and ea,.ning 

The School is progreSSing in the 

development of a 4 year graduate

entry Doctor of Dental Su rgery 

(DDS) deg ree to be in t roduced in 

2011 s t he BDSc is pha sed out from 

2010. Thi s profess ional course will 

involve advanced clini ca l training. 

be research- led. evi dence based and 

international in focus. producing 

graduates who will become the 

leaders of their profession. 

R eseal"c a nd Research 

Tra ining 

The School of Dental Science is t he 

major resea rch provider in the CRC 

for Oral Heal th Science. Through 

the School th e CRC for Oral Hea lth 

Science employs 44 researchers and 

administrators w ho m ake a majo r 

contribution to research. research 

tra ining and commercial isation 

act ivit ies of the School and Univers ity. 

The Schoo l now has a record number 

of stude nts. including dentally 

qual if ied students. enrolled in a Ph D 

wi t h most engag d in a CRC research 

progra m. The School has support 

from all its industry partners to 

submi t a re-b id to the CRC program 

in 2009 for a second round of funding 

and hence cont inue this outstandi ng 

cont ribu ti on to resea rch, resea rcll 

tra ining and commercia lisation at The 

University of Melbourne. 

W o rkfo rce P la nning 

The Schoo l is engaging in a detailed 

workforce plan in parallel with 

development of t he DDS course. 

The advanced clin ica l t raining an d 

greater co ntac t hours w ill require an 

increase in acad emi c sta ff to deliver 

the DDS. The School fa ces a number 

of ch allenges with its academic 

workforce, the most cri tica l is the 

global shortage of dental academ ics 

which is exacerbated by the 

esta bli sh ment of new denta l schools 

at La Trobe University, Charles Stu rl 

Un ivers ity, James Cook University 

and Griffith Un ive rsity. A signi f icant 

ch allenge is t o remain com petit ive 

with the new schools which have 

received substantial set up and 

ongOing fundi ngfrom t he Fed eral and 

State governments. 
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Recent newspaper articlES have .in ,eG 

the ilLi lTlan remains found in a" 

unmarked grave on Christma s IsI3 '1:1 

\'!ith po, ib!e survivors of the Syon,"\ 

6rendan I !,cholson in The Age 011 

,'-la rch ,S. lOOS. '-wites: 

"Thf na'iY has launched a DNA scarc;' 

t o t ry LO il ,e nti T>J a 50 lor. belie . _d. _ 

be from t he Sydney, whose remain s 

were f~)Jnd floating on a naval life ra it 

neal Ch ri5tn~35 island i fl 19~2 T~1" 

raft \'135 fOLina in cebrua ry 19...l.:. ab:·ui: 

three months after HMAS SyJne, '."35 

:ost. 't carried the decompos ing bed:, 

_,f a ma n \.ve~ri ng a sun -b!each ec 

r .~j! e r su · :. 

-re cody \'.'as buried in an u r.m a r~e, . 

gr, e on Christmas Lia ne! . Navy C 1 _~ 

" ',,-Admiral ~lISS S ha lc~e rs said "',~ 

,-, ,],,\ ·.':as almost certa in the 5ai ;~r ,'ad 

corl L frorr t he Sycney. \\/ ith the b.Jrjl · 

w as a pair of bo ts CT a size unlike l 

to be worn by the 0ea s ilo r. iaisll:, 

the pOSSibi lity :haT at least two mt:~ 

surviv d the cru i<;er's sinki ng. only t~ 

di on t he I;fe raft. Last year th e "c':\ 

:r>lInd :he grave on Christmas Island 

"1 j '.•.. , m ains were flow n to S\lJIli'. 

• r I), .:. "x3m inati(ln. 

~ sian n,. It:. t " ar l in. : 

uf t1ny fibres in a stu d on his over 15 

To.\ ' 
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S-urgt'un Li t:utenant Mervyl'l Cl ivp. 
Town;;end on bOil rd [he H~L'\.S Sydney wiili 

his assis tanr c19.P 
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